
Get wild at Kielder
This is a circular walk that takes you from Kielder 
Castle Visitor Centre, past the Minotaur Maze, 
over the river to Kielder Salmon Centre and then 
through woods and meadows. The route between 
Kielder Castle and the Salmon Centre is on 
well-surfaced easy access paths, and you can 
return back the same way. The second half of the 
walk through the woods and meadow is much 
wilder, with some steps and steep slopes.

Young salmon need fresh-flowing, cold water, with shade 
and hiding places, such as rocks and overhanging 
bushes. The Kielder Burn, that you cross twice on this 
walk, is an ideal habitat. 

A special trap (below) is used to catch the young salmon 
(smolts) once they start migrating. They are then 
released back into the River North Tyne at Falstone, so 
they can continue their migration towards the North Sea.
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How to get there
The walk starts from Kielder Castle. The main car 
park is nearby. 
OS grid ref NY 631 934
Postcode for sat navs: NE48 1ER

Go wild with the app!
You can follow this walk using the Viewranger app. 
It includes GPS directions, information and audio 
clips on what to look out for: 
www.viewranger.com
Make sure you download before you visit.

Thank you to our partner Forestry Commission England 
for use of the Ordnance Survey based mapping.

All details were accurate at the time of going to print Jan 2019. 
Please refer to www.visitkielder.com for updates.

web www.visitkielder.com
email info@visitkielder.com
call  0345 155 0236
www.visitkielder.com/visit/kielder-salmon-centre
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This map is based upon Ordnance Survey material © Crown copyright and database rights 2018 
Ordnance Survey 100021242. You are permitted to use this data solely to enable you to respond to, 
or interact with, the organisation that provided you with the data. You are not permitted to copy, 
sub-licence, distribute or sell any of this data to third parties in any form. This map cannot be used 
for any other purpose without the express permission of Forestry Commission and Kielder Water 
& Forest Park Development Trust. 
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The Environment Agency's Kielder Salmon Centre 
rears salmon and other protected species like 
freshwater pearl mussels. The visitor centre 
includes an aquarium for native fish, information 
boards and video explaining the conservation 
work, a quiz trail, brass rubbings and a chance to 
uncover a fossil salmon. Check website (on back 
of leaflet) for seasonal opening times.

Salmon and trout spend the earliest stages of their 
life here in the upper reaches of the River North 
Tyne and the mature fish live in the sea. Kielder 
Dam stops their natural migration. Fish eggs are 
hatched at the Salmon Centre. The young fish are 
then transferred upstream to Kielder Burn and 
across the upper reaches of the River Tyne, as part 
of conserving this iconic species.

Kielder Salmon Centre
A 2½ mile / 4 km circular walk along footpaths 
and tracks to the Kielder Salmon Centre and 
smolt trap. Alternative easy access route (1¼ 
miles /1.8km).  

The freshwater pearl mussel is intrinsically linked 
with the life of the salmon. You can see the mussels 
living in our specially constructed outdoor display.
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